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Topics 
EHC: Event History Calendars  
Group A: Education 
Group B: Work 
Group C: Health 
Group D: Finances 
Group E: Housing 
Group F: Employment 
Group G: Caring responsibilities 
 

Prompt cards are in order as they appear in EHC and 
CAI Instruments.  
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Residence(s) (EHC) 
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Household members (EHC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

Employment (EHC) 
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Relationships (EHC) 
 

• You have been asked to complete the relationship 
section of the Event History Calendar by yourself to 
protect your privacy. 

• The relationship section asks for details about any 
partners / boyfriends / girlfriends you have had in recent 
years. 

• You may have more than one current relationship. If 
you live with one of your partners, please list the one 
you live with in the first row of the Calendar. If you live 
with more than one of your partners, please choose 
the boyfriend / girlfriend/ partner you feel more serious 
about or have been going out with the longest and 
insert their name in the first row. 

• You will be asked to provide names so you can refer to 
them later if necessary. 

• The names you provide will not be released to data 
users and if you are uncomfortable providing a name, 
you can enter a nickname or initials that you will 
recognise later. 

• The relationship section works the same way as the 
other sections you have completed with your 
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interviewer but if you get stuck, please ask your 
interviewer for assistance. 

• Once you have finished entering your information, 
please press the Next button to close the Calendar and 
let your interviewer know that you have finished. 
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A1 
1. Health reasons 

2. Academic learning difficulties 

3. Social or behavioural difficulties 

4. Disability 

5. Changed schools (e.g. residential move 
from another state or country) 

6. Returned to school after dropping out / 
leaving 

7. To improve school results 

8. Other 
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A2 
1. Certificate 1 

2. Certificate 2 

3. Certificate 3 

4. Certificate 4 

5. Certificate (don't know level) 

6. VET/TAFE Diploma 

7. VET/TAFE Advanced Diploma/Associate 
Degree 

8. A university Diploma 

9. A university Advanced Diploma/Associate 
Degree 

10. Other 
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B1 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not at all 

Important 

 Very Important 

 

1 2 3 4 
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B2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not at all 

Likely 

 Very Likely 

 

1 2 3 4 
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B3 (a) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

No control 

 Completely 

under my 

control 

 

1 2 3 4 
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B4 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Not at all 

satisfied 

 Very Satisfied 

 

1 2 3 4 
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B6 

1. a rotating shift which periodically 

changes? 

2. a regular evening shift or graveyard shift? 

3. a regular morning shift? 

4. a regular afternoon shift? 

5. an irregular shift? 

6. a split shift (consisting of two distinct 

periods each day)? 

7. on call? 

8. other? 
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B3 (b) 
1. in a permanent ongoing position? 

2. on a fixed term contract? 

3. on a casual basis? 

4. don’t know 
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B7 
1. Yes, I am able to work flexible hours 

2. Yes, with approval in special situations 

3. No, not likely 

4. No, definitely not 

5. Don’t know 
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B8 
 

Totally  

dissatisfied 

 Totally 

satisfied  
 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
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B9 
 
Strongly  

disagree 

 Strongly agree 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
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B10 
You may choose more than one response 

 

1. To help you get started in your job 

2. To improve your skills in your job 

3. To maintain professional status and/or 
meet occupational standards 

4. To prepare you for a job you might do in 
the future or to facilitate promotion 

5. To develop your skills generally 

6. To improve knowledge of workplace 
health and safety procedures 

7. To gain skills needed for taking on 
additional job responsibilities (e.g. first aid 
officer, fire warden) 

8. Other aims  
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B11 
1. Strongly disagree 

2. Disagree 

3. Neither agree nor disagree 

4. Agree 

5. Strongly agree 
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F2  
Driven for a ride-sharing service  

(to earn money), such as: 

• Uber 

• Ola Cabs 

• Didi 

• Taxify 

• Local limousine company 
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F2 – Cont. 
Driven for an online food-ordering service (to 

earn money), such as: 

• Uber Eats 

• Menulog 

• Deliveroo 

• EASI 

• Door Dash 

• Eatnow 

• Foodora 
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F2 – Cont. 
Driven for an on-demand courier service (to 

earn money), such as: 

• GoFetch 

• Sherpa 

• Yello 
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F2 – Cont. 
Rented out your vehicle, home, office space 

or other possessions (to earn money), such 

as: 

 

• AirBnB 

• CarNextDoor 

• KitSplit 

• the Volte 

• or ToolMates 

 

Exclude activities such as:  

• Leasing investment properties  

• Lending possessions to friends or family 

 
 

 



26 

 

F2 – Cont. 
Sold goods you made yourself (to earn 

money), such as: 

• selling art at a local market 

• selling crafts on Etsy or your own website 

• selling goods in someone else’s shop (on 

consignment)  

• or selling designs on RedBubble 
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F2 – Cont. 
Sold goods you did not make yourself (to earn 

money), such as: 

• Selling vintage clothes on Etsy or Depop 

• selling new electronic goods on eBay 

• Selling second-hand items through 

FaceBook Marketplace 

• or selling second-hand furniture on Gumtree 

 

Exclude activities such as:  

• Selling goods as part of a job in retail 

or sales 
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F2 – Cont. 
Provided these or similar types of services to other 
people (to earn money), such as: 

• completing work via AirTasker 

• Completing work via Fiverr 

• Completing work via MadPaws 

• babysitting 

• house sitting 

• dog walking 

• yard care  

• housecleaning 

• tutoring 

• picking up dry cleaning 

• running errands 

• assembling furniture 

• or providing other personal assistance 

Exclude formal work activities such as:  

• Nursing 

• Working as an employee for a cleaning company 
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F2 – Cont. 
Provided freelancing work such as graphic 

design, website development or marketing 

through an online marketplace platform, such as: 

• Creative Market 

• Hatchwise 

• Upwork 

• Fiverr 
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F2 – Cont. 
Performed as an actor, musician, or 

entertainer (to earn money), such as: 

• singing at a wedding 

• entertaining at a children’s party  

• or juggling at a street fair 

• Busking 
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F2 – Cont. 
Posted videos, blog posts, or other content 
online (to earn money), such as: 

• Running a travel blog or You Tube 
channel that generates ad revenues or 
commissions 

• Running an Instagram or TikTok account 
that generates ad revenue or 
commissions 

 
Exclude activities such as:  
• Posting content as part of a job in 
communications or web design  
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F2 – Cont. 
Participated in medical, marketing, or other 

research (to earn money), such as: 

• Participating in a medical study 

• responding to a survey 

• or being part of a focus group 

 
Exclude activities such as:  

• Working as a research assistant at a 

university or hospital  
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B23 
You may choose more than one response 

1. Used JobSearch facilities at Centrelink 

2. Registered with jobactive (formerly Job Services Australia) 
(either through Centrelink or directly) 

3. Checked or registered with another employment agency 

4. Checked or answered job vacancy advertisements (e.g. 
newspaper, radio, TV, Internet) 

5. Contacted friends or relatives about a job 

6. Approached an employer about a job (incl. face-to-face, 
email, telephone) 

7. Asked your current employer for more work? 

8. Advertised or tendered for work (incl. newspaper, internet) 

9. Checked workplace noticeboards 

10. Had an interview with an employer for work 

11. Taken steps to purchase or start your own business 

12. Asked school / college / university for advice 

13. None of the above 
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B24 

You may choose more than one response 

1. Physical health problem 

2. Mental health problem  

3. Not interested in working / no 
reason 

4. Problems with others / being 
bullied 

5. Because of discrimination 
(e.g. age, sex, ethnic 
background) 

6. Do not need the money 

7. Would lose government benefits 
if worked 

8. Pregnancy / caring for own 
children 

9. Childcare unavailable / too 
expensive 

10. Other caring responsibilities 
(e.g. caring for ill / disabled / 
elderly person)  

11. Problems with access or 
transport 

12. Study commitments 

13. Sporting commitments 

14. No jobs available 

15. Can’t find a job that suits me 

16. Can’t find a job at all 

17. Don’t have required qualification or 
training / work experiences 

18. Don’t have good interview skills / 
lack of skills in writing job 
applications 

19. Lack of confidence 

20. Other 
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B25 
You may choose more than one response 

1. A health problem or some disability 

2. A lack of suitable transport  

3. Not having enough or the right kind of education or training  

4. A lack of work experience  

5. A lack of available jobs 

6. Not having good interview skills  

7. A lack of skills in writing job applications  

8. A lack of confidence  

9. Employers thinking you are too young (or too old) 

10. Difficulties in finding childcare 

11. A lack of jobs with suitable hours 

12. It’s too hard to juggle work and study 

13. Other 

14. None of the above 
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C2 
 

1. Sight problems not corrected by glasses or contact 
lenses 

2. Hearing problems 

3. Speech problems 

4. Blackouts, fits or loss of consciousness 

5. Difficulty learning or understanding things 

6. Limited use of arms or fingers 

7. Difficulty gripping things 

8. Limited use of legs or feet 

9. Any condition that restricts physical activity or 
physical work (e.g. back problems, migraines) 

10. Any disfigurement or deformity 

11. Any mental illness for which help or supervision is 
required 
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C3 
 
You may choose more than one response: 

1. Your ability to participate in employment / 
study / voluntary work 

2. Your income / financial situation 
3. Your ability to meet everyday living costs 
4. Your expenses on health services 
5. None of the above 
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G1 
 
You may choose more than one response 
 
1. Personal care (e.g. washing, dressing, eating, toileting) 

2.  Moving around (e.g. getting in / out of bed or chair) 

3. Transport (e.g. driving them to or from places, catching buses, 
trains etc.) 

4. Communicating (including being understood and understanding 
family, friends or others) 

5. Preparation of meals 

6. Household tasks (e.g. cleaning, walking / feeding pets, shopping, 
errands) 

7. House repairs or garden care (e.g. mowing, changing light bulbs) 

8. Health care (e.g. giving medication, medical appointments) 

9. Paperwork (e.g. filling in forms, paying bills, dealing with 
government or other agencies) 

10. Keeping them company (being their friend) 

11. Emotional support (providing love, comfort or protection) 

12. Provide help for technology use 

13. Other 

 

 



39 

 

E2 
You may choose more than one response: 

 

1. No, always had a permanent place to live 

2. Stayed with relatives 

3. Stayed at a friend's house 

4. Stayed in a caravan 

5. Stayed at a boarding house / hostel 

6. Stayed in a refuge / shelter  
(e.g. night shelter, shelter for homeless, 
women’s shelter) 

7. Slept rough (including squatted in an 
abandoned building, sleeping in cars, tents) 

8. Other  
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E3 
You may choose more than one response 

1. Travelling / on holiday 

2. Work related reason 

3. House-sitting  

4. Saving money 

5. Just moved back into town or city 

6. Building or renovating home 

7. Tight housing / rental market 

8. Violence / abuse / neglect 

9. Alcohol or drug use 

10. Relationship problems with parents 

11. Other family / friend / relationship problems  
(e.g. separated or divorced partner) 

12. Financial problems  
(e.g. not being able to pay mortgage or rent) 

13. Mental illness 

14. Lost job 

15. Gambling 

16. Eviction 

17. Natural disaster 

18. Other (specify)  
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D1 
You may choose more than one response 

 

1. Wages or salary  

2. Profit or loss from own unincorporated 
business or share in partnership 

3. Any government pension, benefit or allowance 

4. Any other regular source 

5. None of the above 
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D2 
You may choose more than one response 

 

1. Family Tax Benefit (FTB Part A or FTB Part B) 
2. Childcare Subsidy 
3. Parenting Payment – Partnered  
4. Parenting Payment – Single 
5. JobSeeker Payment 
6. Youth Allowance  
7. ABSTUDY 
8. Austudy 
9. Disability Support Pension (Centrelink) 
10. Disability Compensation Payment (DVA) 
11. Carer Payment 
12. Carer Allowance 
13. Rent assistance 
14. Service Pension (DVA) (exclude superannuation e.g. 

DFRDB) 
15. Any other government payments 
16. Overseas pensions / benefits  
17. No government payments 
18. Don’t know  
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D3 
1. Wages or salary (including from own incorporated 

business) 

2. Profit or loss from own unincorporated business or share 
in a partnership 

3. Profit or loss from rental property 

4. Dividends or interest 

5. Any government pension or allowance 

6. Child Support or maintenance 

7. Superannuation or Annuity 

8. Workers’ compensation 

9. Any other regular source 
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D4 
You may choose more than one response 
 

1. Wages or salary  

2. Profit or loss from own unincorporated business or share 
in partnership 

3. Any government pension, benefit or allowance 

4. Any other regular source 

5. None of the above 
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E1 

1. Private landlord or real estate agent  

2. Employer (e.g. Defence Housing Authority)  

3. Educational institution (e.g. University or college)  

4. Owner / Manager of caravan park  

5. Parent or other relative not in the same 
household  

6. Someone else not in the same household  

7. Parent or other relative in the same household  

8. Someone else in the same household 

9. State / Territory Housing Authority  

10. Housing co-operative / community / church group 

11. Other 

12. Don’t know 
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D7 
You may choose more than one response 

 

1. Superannuation or other retirement funds 

2. Own business(es) (incorporated or unincorporated) 

3. Money in bank accounts or other financial 

institutions  

4. Other financial investments (such as shares and 

trusts, etc.) 

5. Vehicles 

6. None of the above 
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D8 
You may choose more than one response 

 

1. Credit cards, store cards or interest free 
purchases (including Afterpay / other buy now, 
pay later debt) 

2. Study loans (e.g. HECS-HELP) 

3. Other loans (including for vehicles) 

4. None of the above 

5. Don’t know 
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F3 
You may choose more than one response 

 

1. You sold something because you needed money 

2. You went without meals 

3. You had to ask family or friends for money 

4. You had to borrow money just to live on 

5. You didn’t get medicines or go to the doctor when you 

needed to 

6. You couldn’t buy text books or other study materials 

7. You couldn’t buy other things you needed 

 
Options 8-10: only if NOT living with parents: 
8. You couldn’t pay electricity, gas or telephone bills on 

time 

9. You couldn’t pay mortgage / rent on time 

10. You couldn’t afford to heat your home 

11. None of the above 
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	15. Any other government payments
	16. Overseas pensions / benefits
	17. No government payments
	18. Don’t know
	D3
	1. Wages or salary (including from own incorporated business)
	2. Profit or loss from own unincorporated business or share in a partnership
	3. Profit or loss from rental property
	4. Dividends or interest
	5. Any government pension or allowance
	6. Child Support or maintenance
	7. Superannuation or Annuity
	8. Workers’ compensation
	9. Any other regular source
	D4
	You may choose more than one response
	1. Wages or salary
	2. Profit or loss from own unincorporated business or share in partnership
	3. Any government pension, benefit or allowance
	4. Any other regular source
	5. None of the above
	E1
	1. Private landlord or real estate agent
	2. Employer (e.g. Defence Housing Authority)
	3. Educational institution (e.g. University or college)
	4. Owner / Manager of caravan park
	5. Parent or other relative not in the same household
	6. Someone else not in the same household
	7. Parent or other relative in the same household
	8. Someone else in the same household
	9. State / Territory Housing Authority
	10. Housing co-operative / community / church group
	11. Other
	12. Don’t know
	D7
	You may choose more than one response
	1. Superannuation or other retirement funds
	2. Own business(es) (incorporated or unincorporated)
	3. Money in bank accounts or other financial institutions
	4. Other financial investments (such as shares and trusts, etc.)
	5. Vehicles
	6. None of the above
	D8
	You may choose more than one response
	1. Credit cards, store cards or interest free purchases (including Afterpay / other buy now, pay later debt)
	2. Study loans (e.g. HECS-HELP)
	3. Other loans (including for vehicles)
	4. None of the above
	5. Don’t know
	F3

	You may choose more than one response
	1. You sold something because you needed money
	2. You went without meals
	3. You had to ask family or friends for money
	4. You had to borrow money just to live on
	5. You didn’t get medicines or go to the doctor when you needed to
	6. You couldn’t buy text books or other study materials
	7. You couldn’t buy other things you needed
	Options 8-10: only if NOT living with parents:
	8. You couldn’t pay electricity, gas or telephone bills on time
	9. You couldn’t pay mortgage / rent on time
	10. You couldn’t afford to heat your home
	11. None of the above

